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South Lakeland District Council - Asset of 
Community Value Nomination Form 

 
Before completing this form please read the material at www.southlakeland.gov.uk  
 
 

Section A – Organisation 
 

Name of organisation 
 
 
 

 
Sedbergh Town Band 

Address (including 
postcode) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 c/o  High Brigflatts, Sedbergh, LA10 5HN 

Contact (name) 
 
 

 
Laura Rosenzweig 

Position in organisation 
 
 

 
Treasurer 

Address of contact 
(including postcode) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
High Brigflatts, Sedbergh, LA10 5HN 

Telephone no. 
 
 

 
015396 22043 

Email address 
 
 

 
ltr@laurasloom.co.uk 

 

Type of organisation 
 

Description Applying as: 
 

Registration no. of charity 
and/or company (if applicable) 

Neighbourhood forum (as defined 
by in Localism Act) 

  

Parish Council   

Charity   1086817 

Community interest group   

Unincorporated body   

Company limited by guarantee   

Industrial and provident society   

 

APPENDIX 1 
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A1. Local Connection 

 
A2. Number of members registered to vote locally (unincorporated bodies only) 

 
A3. Distribution of surplus funds (certain types of organisations – see below) 

 
A4. Your organisations rules: Please send us the relevant type of document for your 
organisation and indicate which it is: 
 

 Please tick: 

Memorandum and Articles of Association (for a company)  

Trust Deed (for a trust)  

Constitution and/or rules (for other organisations)  

 
 

Section B – Information on the nomination 
 
What is being nominated 
 
 

United Reformed Church (aka Cornerstone 
Community Church), Sedbergh 

Name of the premises/land 
 
 

 
URC / Cornerstone Community Church 

Address (including postcode) 
 
 
 
 

 
Main Street, Sedbergh, LA10 5AB 

Your organisation must have a local connection, which means that its activities are wholly or partially 
concerned with the administrative area of South Lakeland District Council or neighbouring authority. 
 

Sedbergh Town Band draws its members from all over South Lakeland, primarily from Sedbergh 
and the surrounding parishes but it also has some members who live in neighbouring local 
authority areas. 
 

In the case of unincorporated bodies at least 21 of the members must be registered to vote locally. If they are 

registered to vote in a neighbouring local authority please indicate where. 

More than 21 of the Band’s members are registered to vote locally 

 

If your organisation is an unincorporated body, a company limited by guarantee, or an industrial and 

provident society, its rules must provide that any surplus funds are not distributed to members. Surplus funds 

must be applied in part or whole for the benefit of the local area. If relevant, please confirm that this is the 

case. 

Surplus funds cannot be distributed to members 
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B1. The nomination form must include a map, which clearly states the boundaries of the 
premises or land that you are nominating. Please include with the nomination form. 
 
Map attached:  we are interested only in the Church building and not in the adjacent manse or 
garden attached to the manse. 
 
 
B2. Owners and other with interests in the building or land: 
 

 Name(s) Address(es) 

Current 
occupants 
 
 
 
 
 

c/o Mr Mike Aspinal, 
Trustee 

United Reform Church (NW Province) Trust Ltd. 
Franklin Street 
Patricroft 
Eccles 
Manchester 
M30 0QZ 
 

Current or last 
known details of 
those owning the 
freehold of the 
land 
 

See above  

Current or last 
known details of 
those having a 
leasehold interest 
in the land 
 

See above  

 
B3. Why do you think the building or land is of community value? 
 

Does this use further the social 
well-being and social interest of 
the community? 
 
Include information on: 

 the current level of use 
and who uses it 

 any used by particular 
communities of interest 
or need 

 

The building is currently used for religious services, 
concerts, activities in the meeting room and it has storage 
facilities. The URC Elders have decided to end religious 
services and sell the building.  It is currently used by a 
number of local groups as a meeting space and as a place to 
hold regular weekly coffee mornings which raise significant 
funds for local causes.  The coffee mornings in particular are 
an important part of the weekly social calendar for many 
elderly residents of the town.  The storage space is 
invaluable for local groups, including Sedbergh Town Band 
and the local market organisers.  The main body of the 
church is used on occasions as performance and display 
area for local artists and musicians. 
 
With the cessation of religious use, the main body of the 
church will be more available for community activities.  New 
organisations in the area are inquiring what facilities might 
be available in the future and would they be able to use 
them. 



Community Right to Bid – Nomination Form 
Version 2 
April 2016 

 

What do communities gain from 
their use of the asset and what 
would be the impact if it were 
lost? 
 
 
 
 
 

The URC sits in the very centre of Sedbergh town.  It is a 
prominent building with meetings rooms alongside the 
main church space.   
 
Keeping this asset within the community would mean a 
major, centrally located building would continue to provide 
much needed space for local groups, from scouts to baby 
groups, music clubs to yoga classes.  The differing layout of 
the rooms makes the accommodation attractive to a wide 
range of activities.  It is very easily accessed, with 
Sedbergh’s main carpark immediately opposite.  It is also 
easy to reach on foot for those who live locally   All of these 
activities would therefore be within reach of the majority of 
Sedbergh residents, with no-one disadvantaged by lack of 
transport or distance.   
 
The main area of the building is at ground level meaning 
there would be no significant barriers to physically disabled 
people.   
 
If a building such as the URC were sold to private developers 
Sedbergh would lose a significant public space.  There is a 
dearth of such convenient spaces in the centre of the town 
and it already suffers from several buildings which have 
been purchased by private developers only to be left empty 
for years.  Our town needs a central place where the public 
can engage in such activities. 
 
If the building was sold for commercial use many of the 
organisers of the current and future activities would 
struggle to find suitable, convenient accommodation.  This 
would lead to some activities ceasing.  The central nature of 
the building leads to increased footfall into the town centre 
thereby helping the economic viability of the town.  
Increased economic viability leads to increased social 
activity. 
 

What is the nature of social well 
being and social interest which 
the asset supports? 
 
Does the use of the asset do 
any of the following: 
 

 Reduce isolation 

 Address the needs of 
disadvantage members 
of the community 

 Reach vulnerable people 

 Support community 
cohesion and 

For a small town we have a wealth of activities and 
organisations involving many local people and many from 
the surrounding area.  Providing an indoor public space to 
meet, play, listen, learn, and take part would be a terrific 
plus for Sedbergh residents, as well as those who visit us 
from further afield.  Although we have a village hall, its 
room arrangement does not meet all of the needs of the 
community, and crucially, there is no permanent or secure 
storage space there.   
 
Continuing the coffee mornings would be a great plus, 
especially to our older citizens who visit the regular weekly 
market every Wednesday.  Sedbergh does not have an old 
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involvement 

 Enable communities to 
be self supporting 

 Increase access to 
positive activities 

 

peoples’ home, or an elder centre, nor does it have a 
suitable place for young families to gather.  The URC has 
sufficient and convenient space for all these activities and 
more.   
 
As an example of future use, groups such as Sedbergh Town 
Band need rehearsal space.  It is a community band with 
over 40 members aged 8 to 80.  It draws its members from 
wide geographic area and from a real cross-section of 
Sedbergh society, bringing people together who might 
otherwise never meet.  It’s an enriching experience for all.  
Members share their love of music with each other and with 
those who wish to learn, offering tuition, instruments, 
music and more for less than £1/week to new members.  
Having a large enough space to rehearse, which is centrally 
located and easily accessed, is key to its continued 
existence. 
 
In truth the range of possible activities covers all the needs 
for the building to be approved under ‘The Right to Bid’ 
scheme. 
 

Does the community feel 
strongly that the asset should be 
retained as a community asset? 
 
 

Yes.  One walk down Main Street talking to people will 
convince anyone about the need. 

Could the asset realistically 
continue to be used for this or 
another qualifying community 
purpose (or could this be 
achieved within the next five 
years)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Absolutely.  An initial assessment of the likely running costs 
and income indicates that the project is viable.  The 
building’s construction is sound meaning there would be no 
immediate call for funds for capital works.  Opportunities 
will arise for garnering funds for future development. 
 
Initial discussions indicate that a good base of funds would 
be available for purchase and enthusiasm for fund raising 
including applications for matched funding.  
 
As it stands the community can already make use of the 
entire space.  Within five years we would hope to have 
installed a second floor within the main body of the church 
to provide much needed extra rooms for community music, 
theatre and other activities and meetings allowing several 
groups could meet on the same night.  
 

 
Section C – Submitting this nomination 
 
C1. Please include the following before submitting your application: 

 The rules of your organisation 

 A map of the nominated building or land 
 
C2. Signature: 

 

Laura Rosenzweig 
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By signing your name (if submitting by post) or typing it (if submitting by email) you are confirming that the 
contents of this form are correct, to the best of your knowledge. 

 
C3. Where to send this form: 
 
By post to: Partnerships and Organisational Development Team, South Lakeland District 
Council, South Lakeland House, Lowther Street, Kendal, LA9 4DQ 
 
By email to: policy@southlakeland.gov.uk 
 
 

mailto:policy@southlakeland.gov.uk

